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...A place where everyone 
has strengths and everyone 
contributes.



School Site Council

             Members: Lisa Hayward, James Cairns, Zane Walsh, Mena Ciarlone
       

The group convened on a Thursday evening each month.
    Agenda Items

                                         Parent Survey
      How can we best use parental expertise to support teaching and learning?
                                           Enrichment Opportunities
                                      Global Awareness & Citizenship

         Meeting the Needs of All Learners
  Enrollment, Space and Class Size

                    Review, Planning and Development of SIP for 2017-2019
                     

                                   



                 Mission Statement for Cunniff
The Cunniff School provides a supportive and challenging learning environment 
which maximizes student achievement, social responsibility and lifelong learning 
for all Cunniff Community members.



                                       
                   A Look at Standardized Testing - Spring 2016 Results



     Additional Data Points

The following assessments, administered 
each term, provided us 
with additional data points used to 
measure progress in literacy.

Benchmark Assessment (instructional 
reading level)

MAZE (reading comprehension)

San Diego Quick Assessment of Reading 
(fluency)

Quick Phonics Screener (phonics)



Goal Setting in September 2016
Practices to Improve Teaching and Learning:

•All faculty members were assigned to grade level teams.

•Collaboration - across each grade level, became a priority.

• Common planning time was built into the daily schedule.

• School-wide data grids for literacy and math were developed,

   regularly updated and shared with grade-level teams.

• Grade level team meetings to discuss data were scheduled 

  and held each month. Data grids were used to inform

  instruction and create fluid groups.

  On a 

 



       Strengthening CORE Instructional Practices

District professional 
development to support 
robust Tier 1:
Standards-based 
alignment
StemScopes
Fundations Training
Empowering Writers
Math In Focus Depth of 
Knowledge



Math RTI Launch at Cunniff

Each grade level team at Cunniff made a commitment to spend one thirty minute 
block each week on Math RTI or Tier Time.  During this time, students across 
each grade level came together in small groups. Grade level teams of teachers 
targeted instruction based upon student needs.  Progress monitoring was an 
important part of this process.  Every six weeks, teams reassessed fluid groups of 
students and used this data to inform future targeted instruction.

Example:  (Grade 5 Exit Ticket)

At a school’s field day, students will throw table tennis balls then measure the 
distance of their throws.  There are 626 students in the school.  A standard pack of 
tennis balls holds 6 balls. What is the minimum number of packs needed so that 
each student gets to throw 1 table tennis ball?  Explain your work.
Is my answer reasonable?



Targeted Tier 2 in Literacy

Reading specialists were assigned to grade level teams in order to support 
students needing additional reinforcement.

Issues that needed consideration:
Time?

What does balanced literacy look like at each grade level?
Are we providing “what each student needs” during this block?

                   



       Tier 2 support provided in phonemic awareness, phonics, decoding, 
           fluency or comprehension
  

Grade 
Level

Number of 
Students

Number of Students 
Exited due to Meeting 
Benchmark

Anticipated Tier 2 Needs 
in September (based on # 
of students approaching 
benchmark or involved in 
the GET process.)

K 11 0  15 

1 14 4 15

2 15 1 14 + 2 GET

3 8 1 7 + 2 GET

4 9 2 7 + 1 GET

5 11 4 7



     Project-based Learning

Student Learning Goal:
Each grade level team made a commitment to develop one steam-based project 

that they would showcase school-wide.

Grade K            Polar Animals
                                         Grade 1             Solar System
                                         Grade 2             Landforms
                                         Grade 3             Gravity & Magnetism
                                         Grade 4             Animal Adaptations
                                         Grade 5             Electricity
    







“Raising Readers” Events
                 These events took place at Cunniff in order to reinforce and inspire a love for reading.

    Faculty Mystery Reader                   Book Walk Scavenger Hunt              School-wide Book Swap



Reading Initiatives
Summer Reading Incentive

Every student in grades PK-5 will go home for summer break with the first title on
their summer   reading list.  We hope to encourage students to read during the  summer. This goal will 
help to prevent regression and to sustain good reading habits.  We stay in touch with parents during the 
summer months and ask families to submit photos of their child reading.  These photos  are part of a 
contest titled Where in the world are you reading?  They are also posted for everyone to view on the first 
day back to school.

Reading Tutors Program
Grade 5 students were paired with a first grader. They met every Thursday 
morning at 7:45  The first grader practiced reading aloud to his/her fifth grade
 “buddy”.

Parent & Child Book Club
Cunniff Reading specialists ran two of these 6 week book clubs - for grades 2 
and 3



Enrichment Opportunities Sponsored by the PTO

Local author mini residency with Emilie Boon 
Discovery Museum Traveling Programs - Earth Science, Force & Magnetism
Museum of Science Traveling Programs 
High Touch High Tech Hands-On Science
Young Audiences of Massachusetts - Manguito 
and Made In the Shade
One field trip per classroom



Math Olympiad

A Team of eight grade five students met weekly.  They solved weekly math 
challenges and competed in the March Math League sponsored contest.

                                                               Engineering Club

Grade 3 students met weekly to solve design challenges such as the Rube 
Goldberg Machine Challenge.



       Additional Projects

Cunniff Gardens - A Cunniff Parent and was awarded a $2,000.00 garden grant which enabled us to work 
with Judy Fallows and to link the Seeds of Science science curriculum with outdoor Cunniff Gardens.

Community Service Program - Students receive community service hours for giving back to the 
community and to the school.  A ceremony to acknowledge this good work is held in mid-June.

Principal’s Coffee - These gatherings are held every other month. They take place on a Friday 
morning-right after drop off. Parents are invited to learn more about the following topics:
topics: How to help with homework, Growth Mindset, Supporting Motor Development, Encouraging 
Reluctant Readers,  Enrollment
                   
                              
      
                           
                               

FLES - Spanish instruction for students in grades PK and K (5 x 30)
Next year, Spanish instruction for grades K and 1 (3 x 30)



Cunniff International Fair

This year Cunniff hosted its first International Fair on JUne 8th.  It was an amazing 
event attended by over 200 people.  What a wonderful way to end the school year.


